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PRETTY 
GOOD. 

WHAT DID 
YOU DO 

THAT FOR?!

THAT’S ‘TIT FOR TAT’, 
YOUNGBLOOD! YOU 
TREAT MY BREAKIN’ 

MAGAZINE LIKE JUNK 
AND NOW I’M GETTIN’ 

YOU BACK!

SORRY, 
UNCLE.

GOOD, NOW YOU CAN TAPE UP 
YER LITTLE RAP MAGAZINE 

BUT NOW YOU KNOW TO 
RESPECT PEOPLE’S PROPERTY.

...SO, HOW’S 
SCHOOL 
GOIN’?

I GOT AN 
“A” ON MY 

SPELLING 
TEST.

GOOD. NOW 
WHAT ELSE IS 

GOIN’ ON WITH 
YOU?

NOTHIN’.

ARE YOU 
EXCITED ABOUT 

STARTING 
FOOTBALL?

NO. I HATE 
FOOTBALL.
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WELL THEN,
WHAT DO YOU 

LIKE?

NOTHIN’.

NOTHIN?! HOW OLD 
ARE YOU NOW?

ELEVEN.

ELEVEN! YOU 
KNOW YOU’RE 

ALMOST A 
TEENAGER... 

...AND YOU’RE 
NOT INTO 

BASKETBALL 
OR 

BASEBALL..
OR MUSIC.. 

OR ART?

I LIKE 
MUSIC.

OK, THAT’S 
COOL. WHAT 

DO YOU 
PLAY?

I PLAY 
THE 

PIANO.

COOL. DO YOU HAVE A 
CONCERT OR A RECITAL 

COMING UP?

I’M PROBABLY 
GONNA 

PLAY AT THE 
SCHOOL 

TALENT SHOW.

UH, YEAH.

LET’S GO 
CHECK IT 

OUT AND YOU 
CAN SHOW 
ME YOUR 
SKILLS.

I DON’T 
REALLY 

PLAY THE 
PIANO.

YOU KNOW, I 
GOTTA KEYBOARD 
DOWNSTAIRS YOU 

CAN PRACTICE ON.
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FOR 
REAL?

No. I 
like 

rappin’.

OH, SO 
YOU LIED! 

SO THAT’S WHAT 
YOU’RE INTO; 

LYING!

NAW, 
PROBABLY 

NOT.

SO ARE YOU 
GONNA RAP AT 

THE TALENT 
SHOW?

WHATEVER. 
I’M STILL TAKING 

YOU TO SIGN UP 
FOR FOOTBALL.

YEAH,  
FOR REAL.
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I’M NOT 
THAT GOOD.

YA KNOW I USED TO 
DJ FOR A BUNCH OF 
HIP-HOP GROUPS 
BACK IN THE DAY.

Football sign-up at 
Wagner Park

MOM SAID YOU JUST 
LISTEN TO JAZZ 

NOW.

YEAH, I LISTEN TO 
LOTS OF STUFF, BUT I 

PLAY HIP-HOP ALL THE 
TIME.

EVERY 
WEDNESDAY, I 

MIX HIP-HOP AT 
THE CLUB.

I REALLY DIDN’T KNOW 
YOU WERE INTO HIP-

HOP, KEENAN. 

YOU SHOULD GET 
IN ON THAT TALENT 

SHOW.

I CAN HOOK YOU UP 
WITH ALL KINDS OF 
BREAK BEATS ON MY 

TURNTABLES.

YOU COULD 
PRACTICE AT 

MY HOUSE. 

YEAH, I’LL HELP 
YOU OUT. BUT YOU 

GOTTA COME 
OUT WITH SOME 

ORIGINAL RHYMES,

NOT THAT 
DOPEY “D” 
GARBAGE.

AWESOME.
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Later, at the 
public library.

At The Vinyl 
Underground 
record shop.

IF YOU WANNA BE A 
TRUE HIP-HOP POET, 
YOU GOTTA DO SOME 

HOMEWORK.

WHERE ARE 
WE GOING 

NEXT?

THE RECORD 
STORE. AH 

YEAH!

THIS STUFF 
IS OLD.

YOU READY 
TO GO?

YEAH.

SO YOU 
GONNA SPIT A 
FREESTYLE OR 

WHAT?  

Yo, checka check it 
out. It’s K-Roc on the 

MICROPHONE. I 
make emceez GROAN.

Forget the mic
turn on the mobile 

PHONE and I’ll rap 
to the ring TONE.

Yo, and I...Yo, 
...and I..Yo,Yo.. 
AH Forget it!

IT’S TOO EARLY 
IN THE DAY. DON’T 
WORRY, I’LL TEAR 

UP THE CYPHER 
TONIGHT, WATCH.
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DID YOU HEAR 
THAT GUY 

RAPPIN’ IN THE 
STORE?

UNCLE 
DEREK, 

OH, THAT GUY 
AT THE 

COUNTER?

YEAH, HE WAS 
DOING PRETTY 
GOOD, THEN HE 

GOT STUCK.

HE WAS LIKE;
I’ll rap to the ring 
tone. Yo, and I...Yo, 

...and I..Yo,Yo.. 

YEAH, WELL 
FREESTYLE 
AIN’T EASY. 

YOU GOTTA COME 
UP WITH RHYMES ON 
THE SPOT WITH OUT 

HAVING TIME TO 
THINK ABOUT IT.

SOME GUYS 
JUST RUN OUT 
OF GAS AFTER 

AWHILE.

IF I WAS THAT 
GUY I WOULD 

HAVE BEEN LIKE; 

NOT BAD, 
YOUNGBLOOD. 

NOT BAD.

I bring the BACKBONE, you break like 
a WISHBONE. I spit so many rhymes 

off the top of my DOME, I make K-Roc 
turn to STONE. What! WHAT!

HE SAID 
HE WAS 

GOIN’ TO 
A CYPHER.

WHAT’S 
THAT?

SOMETIMES THEY 
DO IT WITH A 

BEAT OR SOME 
GUY BEAT BOXIN’.

A CYPHER IS WHEN A 
GROUP OF GUYS GET 
TOGETHER AND TAKE 
TURNS FREESTYLIN’. 
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Later that day at the 
La Noche Night Club THESE KIDS ARE 

THE CONTEST 
WINNERS FOR THE 
MEET AND GREET, 
SHOULD I SEND 

THEM BACK?

NAW, NOT YET. I’M-A 
GO CHECK-IN WITH 

THE TALENT.

O.K.

I’LL CHECK 
IN WITH 
YOU IN A 
MINUTE.

YOU GOTTA 
WEAR THE PANTS 
“FUNKY FRESH” 

SENT US OR 
ELSE WE WON’T 

GET YOUR ALBUM 
IN THE BACK TO 
SCHOOL ADS.

DO YOU SEE HOW 
THIS ALL WORKS! 

NOW GO-

UH, EXCUSE ME. 
THE CONTEST 
WINNERS ARE 
HERE FOR THE 
“MEET AND 

GREET” WITH 
BABY JOEY.

GAWD, I HOPE YOUR 
STREET TEAM 

DIDN’T SCREW IT UP 
ON THE POSTERS!

HE’S LIL’ 
BABY JOEY, 
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AFRIKA
BAMBAATAA, 
Founder of the 
Zulu Nation 
and master of 
records.

I ALREADY GOT, LIKE, 
THE HANDS ON THE 

SIDES. THEY’RE LIKE 
THE HANDS OF DOOM. 

THEY REPRESENT 
THE CITY AND THE 

ENVIRONMENT AROUND 
THIS ARTIST. RIGHT?! 

AND WHAT I’M TRYIN’ TO 
DRAW IS THE ARTIST IN 

THE MIDDLE

AND HE’S LIKE, LIKE, HE’S LIKE 
PAINTING ALL BY HIMSELF 

IN HIS OWN LITTLE WORLD. HE 
DON’T CARE ABOUT NO--BODY 

AROUND HIM.

THAT’S WHAT THE HANDS ARE; 
EVERYONE AROUND HIM.

KOOL HERC
The founder of the 
Break-Beat DJing 
whose parties 
helped create the 
hip-hop culture.

GRANDMASTER FLASH, 
One of the first break–beat 
DJs and originator of 
cutting, backspinning and 
punch phasing records.

CHAPTER 1: 
THE FOUNDING 
FATHERS OF HIP-HOP

Back at his home, Keenan 
educates himself on hip-
hop history.
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YEAH, I’M 
SURE YOU 

GET ALL THE 
LADIES IN YER 

UNDEROOS-

Back at La Noche 
Night Club I’m lil’LIL’ but I ain’t no KID, 

You can’t count all the 
ladies I get WID! 

HUH?

COME ON 
JAMAL, THEY’RE 

GONNA PLAY 
DIPPITY DO DAH’!

That kid could 
suffocate in a 
place like this.

but He’s got his 
inhaler with him.

Naw, That’s not 
right, he could 
sneak some 
drinks and we’ll 
all get busted.

I can’t wait 
for this show 
to be over.

Naw, There so many 
kids. he could drop it 
and die without it.

I should let 
him downstairs 
in the drinking 
section.
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In the balcony of the 
La Noche Night Club

It’s a 
fire!!!

THERE’S 
A FIRE UP 

THERE!
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The stairs 
are blocked!
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YOU 
GOTTA DO 

SOMETHING. 
THERE ARE 

KIDS STILL 
UP THERE.

YO WHAT’S 
CRACKIN’, 

DEREK?

YO SUNDANCE, I NEED 
YER HELP! THERE’S A 

FIRE IN THE BALCONY 
AND A BUNCH OF KIDS 
ARE STUCK UP THERE! 

I’LL GRAB 
A LADDER.

Yo, Yo, backup! 
there’s 
a fire!

YO, BACK UP FOOL! 
WE’RE SAVIN’ KIDS!

HEY MAN, 
WE’LL MAKE A 

SLIDE.
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DOES ANYBODY SEE A 
SKINNY KID WITH A 
DOPEY “D” T-SHIRT 

BACK THERE?

JAMAL!

JAMAL!

JAMAL’S 
OVER THERE-

HE FELL.


